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 Ceording to your Deſire 
XI have introduced the 
MI NO R's CASE with 8 
Thoughts pertinent to it. I 
have ſent ou the Whole! in- 


4 clos'd in this Epiſtle. 
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PRE F. 


S the Intent in N this | 
"ru | Pampblet is to vindlicate the 
Mr NOR, not to condemn the Gu AR- 
DAN, 1 ig reaſonable zo ſuppoſe, that 
1᷑gzhe Errors of an Author three Years NW 
Ander Age will be excuſed from the 1 
Criticiſms of the Fudicious, and as to | 
the Cenſures of the Buſy and Conceit= IN 
ed, they juſtly will be diſregarded both I 
by the Candid and the Editor. Mn 


Whoever thinks a Favldefs Piece to ſee, 
Ihinks what ne'er was, nor is, nor cer ſhall be. 
In every Work regard the Writer's End, 
Since none can compals more than they intend 1 
And if the Means be juſt, the Conduct true, 
LL in ſpite of trivial Faults, is due. 


| Pope's 9 on N 
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A 0 
N INC OR'S CASE 


STATED, Sc. 


AL WOOD of > 


* 22 2 Nnumerable a are e Misfortunes 


N Orphans are expoſed to, having 


act both legal and kind, yet we cannot ſup- 


Hany Guardians, who treat Minors under 


Humanity, than many Parents treat their 


Wn Children; 3 I ſhall, therefore, Fae 


C ; 


as NO Parent to defend their In- 
EX Ys fant Years from Inſults and Ty- 
ETD ranny : Tis true, many fl 
under the Guardianſhip of thoſe who will 


poſe, altho” a Man may be kind, he is ſo 
vigilant over, or fo zealous to defend the 
Fruits of another with that equal Tender- 
neſs, and Paternal Care, as he would his 
wn Offspring: But my Buſineſs is not to 
xplode Guardians, or to extol the Conduct 
if every Parent; I am conſcious there are 


heir Care with much more Regard and 


„ 


— 
** * EXC 
4 * 1 


li h admoniſh thoſe Orphans, under whoſe In- 
i ſpection this may fall, to every ching lauda- 
ble and virtuous. When Virtue is early and 
deeply inculcated, it is not eaſy to be eradi- 
cated; it commonly recommends thoſe who 
are its Poſſeſſors to the Cognizance and Fa- 
vour of them who will not paſs them by un- 
rocewarded: But 'tho many virtuous Perſons 
0 - Have been loaded with Infamy, 'and treated 
with Contempt and Scurrility, it ſhould by 

no Means retard others from purſuing their 
Precepts, which, at every ſerious Reflection 
and Review, will be attended with an inex- 
j preſſible Satisfaction; notwithſtanding your 
© virtuous Examples may be inconſpicuous to 
1 the World, or the World may miſconſtrue 
1 every Thing that is Praiſe-worthy in your 
Actions, Virtue will ſupport you under its 
ſevereſt Cenſures; hence is that old Proverb, 
Virtue is its own Reward: It may be ſaid to 
be its own Reward, as it brings every thing 
to the Mind that is ſerene and peaceful, and 

and acquits itſelf from every thing the World 
may unjuſtly charge it with : but Virtue, at 
this Time, muſt not expect to eſcape unen- 
vied or uncenſured, nor Vice to meet always 
with its due Deſert ; but as the former has 

in itſelf its juſt Reward, fo the latter has its 
own juſt Puniſhment : Malice has its Reſi 

_ dence in the Minds of thoſe only who arc 
| Enemies to every thing moral, conſtitutional 
wo alaknd religious, therefore 'tis greatly to b 
BW Dees wondered at, that ſo great a Part of tbl 
10 a.” 5 9 W of) 


— 


171. 
Wiodddre deceived by malicious 04 rigid 
calm' Natures, as the Bane of Bitterneſs and 
Diſreſpect is to be diſtinguiſhed in the Coun- 


tenance and Expreſſions of every ill-deſign- 


ing Perſon, "Tis a Matter of the greateſt 


Conſolation and Happineſs to be acquitted in 
the Court of a Man's own Conſcience, or, as 
Dr. Young expreſles it, © "Tis: conſcious 
Virtue mitigates the Pang.“ There is an old 
Poorerb, viz. A Contempt of a gtod Nome it 
4 Contempt of Virtue; therefore I ſuppoſe 
this excites many vigorouſly to oppoſe thoſe 
who anjuſtly caſt Aſperſions on their Cha- 
racers, which are as dear and valuable to 
them as Life itſelf. A Man muſt expect to 
be treated as he'is held in the Eſteem of the 
World; if the World thinks him a Villain, 
he can expect no other Treatment but that 
which every Villain ought to be puniſhed 
with; it will avail him nothing, tis true, to 
appeal openly or publickly to the T njudicious, 


who, inſtead of liſtening or viewing the Mat- 


ter candidly which he may with Submiſſion. 


offer to them, load him with all the Infamy 
and Indignity, that baſe, ignorant, and con- 
ceited Perſons can poſſibly lay upon him: 


Let there is an inexpreſſible Satisfaction to de 


held in the Favour and Eſteem of good Men, 
and to be acquitted from thoſe Charges he en- 
deayours with Honour to diſengage himſelf 
from: I ſay, there is a peculiar Satisfaction 
in ny found- equitable and juſt, altho it 
Tarr may 


* | 
may be but hy a few judicious candid People: 
| 11 7 | en would obey; the Dictates Of J Reaſon, 
and: deſpiſe that Partiality-. that confounds 
their own, Judgments, and deſtroys the Dig- 
nity of Man, and the Peace of Community, 
we ſhould ſoon diſcover, couch'd under the 

Appearance of Innocence and Virtue, the 
moſt baſe and impious Ends; and in general, 

if not always, the” greateſt Immoralities are 
covered by all the ſpecious Appearances: of 
Sanctity and Honeſty, Fortune, and high 
Birth; frequently ſcreen the greateſt Knaves 
trom the open Ridicule and Contempt of the 


lower Claſs of People, who are reſtrained 
from it by aflaviſh Fear ; and the better Sort, 


defpiſing:ſo! mean an Action, they but too 


frequently eſcape that Cenſure they ſo juſtly 


have merited; whilſt another, who is in Rank 
and Fortune inferior, tho ſuperior in Parts 


and Practice, ſhall be a common Topic of 
their. ridiculous Diſcourſes, and be obliged 


patiently to hear himſelf infamouſly ſpoken 


of by the moſt illiterate and ſtupid Part of 
thoſe, who are only known and: diftinguiſh- 

ed to be Men from the Brute Creation by 
the Form of their Perſons. Can ſuch Per- 


ſons with the leaſt. Propriety be called Men, 


who are momentarily leſſening the Dignity 
of. Man, by degrading their Characters, | 


whoſe. Actions are exemplar, and juſtly, me- 


tit che higheſt Applauſe. | Tis che Virtuous 
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The) 


and that, becauſe their vicious Enemies are 
inferior to them in every thing laudable and 
Praiſe-worthy. Lord VERULAM ſays, A 
Man who has no Virtue in himſelf ever en- 


vies Virtue in others.“ There is no Man li- 
ving, let him be ever ſo exemplar in his Life 
and Converſation, but has ſome ſmall Ble- 
miſh, which, when the inexemplar Part 
perceive, they with Eagerneſs embrace an 
Opportunity ſo favourably to enforce and 
ſtrengthen what they before unjuſtly have 
advanced. The Prudence of ſome Men de- 
ſerves the higheſt Applauſe, who, through 
Patience in well-doing, will carry them- 
ſelves thro' the various Oppoſitions of Life 


with Equity and Stability, and after Life is 


ended, their Conduct, tho' once condem- 
ned, will be irreproachable and blameleſs, 
Minors in particular ought to act with the 
greateſt Candour : In the Beginning of Life 
is the Time to eſtabliſh a Character on the 
Bafis of Virtue, and the Reſpect of the 
World; on Virtue, as our future, and on 
the World's Eſteem, as our preſent Happi- 
neſs depends on it. Young Men ſhould 
thirſt after Eſteem, and with Ardour ſeize 
every Opportunity wherein they may zea- 
bull 825 willy diſtinguiſh themſelves in 


thoſe Things that will be moſt conducive to 
their own Satisfaction, and heighten that E- 


ſteem the World already holds them in: 
They ſometimes may miſcarry in their At- 


» 0 — — % * A — 2 * * — 


. 


| 


N * 


a tempts, but let not that impede them i in ſo 
laudable a Progreſs: It will be abſolutely 


neceſſary that they conſult and adviſe. with 


judicious Perſons, whoſe Experience will 
teach them, and whoſe Admonitions will arm 
them with Fortitude. If you are involy'd 
in Buſineſs, be not too free in making the 
World acquainted with your Age and Cir- 
cumſtances; tis a Folly you'll repent when 


perhaps paſt all poſſibility of ſerving you. 


Exvety judicious Perſon, I am ſenſible, would 


rather encourage a Minor than condemn or 


depreſs him; but you are to remember, you 
| baye an inzudicious World to deal with, 
who will take every Advantage to treat you | 
' with Diſreſpect, and contemn you as an In- 
kant. I have ſeverely felt ſuch Diſadvanta- 
ges in my preſent Minority, which, had I 
attained to the mature Years of Twenty- 
one, I ſhould have happily eſcaped. Hap- 


pineſs is a Bleſſing we are all deſirous of be- 


ing poſſeſſed of: I ſuppoſe the Defire of e- 


very Individual is to be happy in themſelves; 


but, unhappily, the young Folks, are com- 
_ monly. conceited ; the old, for the moſt Part, 


partial and peeviſh ; ſo, by the Folly of the 


one, and the Arrogance of the other, Har- 
mony is turned into Diſcord, and the whole 
'Plan of Concord and Peace reverſed into that 
of Envy and Diſcontent. I would not be 
thought to advance any Thing againſt old 
To P elbe 5 1 enen * to be honoura- 


ble, 


a 


ble, when Hone 


grave, Dep 


1 1 
ſty is its Companion; but 
when old Men are ludicrous, I do not think 
them proper Perſons to govern or inſpect in- 
to the Actions of the young Ones; neither 
ſhould I have inſerted any Thing on this Point, 
if I had not thought it might have been ſer- 
viceable on the Behalf of Minors, who, in 
general, are contemn'd on account of their 


Youth, and flighted as they are ſuppoſed to 


be childiſh and triffing. Many young Men 
are more worthy to be Guardians over thoſe 
under whoſe Inſpection they themſelves are 
placed. Men, as they call themſelves, whoſe 
Conduct is ridiculous, whoſe Principles are 
villainous, and whoſe Actions are ſhameful; 


Whoſe Hearts are Strangers to Humanity, 

obdurate againſt Pity, Deſpiſers of Commi- 
ſeration, and, what is far worſe, Depreſſors 
of Widows, and the Ruin of Orphans, 


ought ſuch Perſons to command or govern, | 
who, after they have ruin'd the Minor, aſ- 


ſume the Characters of honeſt and benevos” 


lent Perſons? Some come under the Ap- 
pellation of Chriſtians, therefore they are 
thought more "worthy to act in, and more 


capable to diſcharge, a Truſt ſo important, 
and a Duty fo incumbent; yet we frequent⸗ 


ly are deceived by.thoſe, whoſe Aſpects are | 
ent civil, and whoſe public 
Characters are eftcLni d and regarded, How 


happy is that Minor who eſcapes the Op- 


n and is defended by him whoſe Con- 


B 2 ſcience | 


| feience is his Director; he enjoys that $atis- C 
faction under his Guardianſhip, which, in h 
ſome Degrees, compenſates the Loſs of his || d 
tender and affectionate Parents, whilſt ano- v 
ther unhappy Orphan, deſerted by F ortune, V 
and ſcourged by the Frowns of Fate, is pla- tr 
Ot 

C\ 

C 

t 


14 

ili ced under him, whoſe Concern is to appear 
Iauudicious and affectionate to the Minor, and 
2t̃t the ſame Time leaves no Evil unpractiſed 
the Devil may ſuggeſt to him to tuin the | t 
Wo Orphan, by diminiſhing his Fortune, de- | tr 
rrlracting from his Merit, and by baſely depri- | of 
N Ving him of that good Character his Behavi- th 
1 our juſtly procured him. To whom may fa 
61 thoſe Orphans fly to for Shelter, or appeal to | ſc; 


for Redreſs? I ſhould imagine they would | V. 
all be directed, by the Force of Reaſon, to | be 


| 
| 13 apply to thoſe br hate Vice, deſpiſe Liber- | el 
'Þ _ tiniſm, but love Virtue, and commiſerate | ſh 
=: Orphaniſm. We are not wanting of In- the 
"We a ſtances to prove the inhuman Treatment 2 the 

| Guardians to Minors; but, in general, it | ot! 


proceeds from a Quarter we might leaſt of pl) 
all ſuſpect, viz. for Guardian Uncles to Mi- 25 
nor Nephews, how cruel, how dead to eve- I 
ry Feeling of Humanity, and how brutally | ple 
inſenſible muſt that Man be, who would || to 
treat the Minor with the leaſt Illegality? He | Sh. 
muſt certainly be bereft of every tender Im- pul 
pulſe of paternal Affection. Perhaps the ref 
greateſt Trouble of the Parent, on his Death- Ch 
bed, was, to _ his Child under the | bla 
1 n 5 


1 13˙ 


8 of thoſe whom he believed, as 


he himſelf deſired future Felicity, would 
diſcharge their Duty to his darling Child, 
with all the ſimilar Affection that glow d 


within his Breaſt. If thoſe Guardians who 
treat Minors ſo inhumanly would but reflect 
on this, and liſten to that tacit Conſciouſneſs 


every Man is endued with, I am certain that 
Obduracy in their Hearts would ſoon be ex- 
tirpated, their illegal Actions chan 


© 


truly juſt : In ſhort, it would be productive 
of ſuch good Effects, both to themſelves and 
the Minors, as the greateſt Eloquence muſt 
fal in expreſſing, and the ableſt Pen in de- 
ſccribing. What Temptations muſt thoſe 
| Youths lay open to, whoſe Mis fortunes are to 
be expoſed to the Rigour of Guardians, poſ- 
ſeſſed of thoſe bad Qualities a Savage would 
ſhudder at the Mention of: The Contempt 
3 are treated with on one Hand, ſuch as 
they have been unaccuſtomed to, and, on the 
— being denied that which ought to ſup- 


ply thoſe ſmall Expences every Youth is ex- 


d to, is ſufficient to drive him, whoſe 


ind is not rooted in, and whoſe Princi- 
_ ples are not founded on the Baſis of Virtue, 
to every Thing that will expoſe him to'open 


Shame, and, perhaps, terminate his Days in 


public Scandal and Diſgrace. I was lately 


reflecting on the State of a Minor, whoſe 


Character is ſpotleſs, and whoſe Conduct is 
blameleſs; he Was, unhappy Youth, ſo un- 
| = Ioctunalte 


ge to thoſe. 


- 
23 _—_— 
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TH) 


Brtinats a as. 18 be bereft of an affeclionzte 


Father at the Age of Fourteen, at Sixteen 


to be left deſtitute of a tender Mother, he 
was then placed under the Guardiapſhip of 
2n Uncle, Who, I ſuppoſe, is thought to be 
a Father to the Orphan, and a Friend to the 
Diſtreſſed, and as the Guardian of this Youth 
profeſſes Religion in its Purity and Extent, I | 
ſhall, embrace this Opportunity to ſhew, tho 
with Caution and Prudence, how liable we 
are to be deceived by thoſe whoſe Pretenſt- 
ons to Religion are fo great, that the moſt | 
ſcrupulous Part of Mankind would believe 


them to be almoſt ſeraphick. The Honeſty 


of this Guardian, T'believe, is indiſputable x 
burt the following Narration will clearly e- 
_ vince, that the Vacuity left in his Heart, by : 

the Flight of his Humanity, is. cloſely. fll'd. 
up by that of Barbarity. - = 


The Minor was Ae Ves under Age, 


had acted in Trade nigh twelve Months as 
Maſter, but not meeting with the leaſt Suc- 
ceſs, and ſeeing. no Probability of its being 
better, he prudently acquainted his'Guardi- 


an with it; but not the leaſt Regard was \ 
5 to, or Cognizance taken of, the earneſt 
omplaints of the Minor. Finding his 


| Guardian ſo dormant. and neglipent 1 in at 


Affair which demanded his moſt agil Ad- 


vice, as well as his niceſt Maß and on 


which his future Happ ineſs of Life 


ed, he ventured to remind him by a ſecond 
| Intreaty, 


(151 


; Intreaty, it in a Letter which he ſent his Guar=- 
dian, after he had ſuſpended his Orders with 
his Creditors; the Letter I cannot inſert as I 


have unluckily loſt it; but it was to this 


| Purpoſe, firſt of all, he acquainted him, he 
had obeyed his Orders, and in every Thing 
had ated in ſtrict Conformity to his Will; 
he ſecondly ſhewed him the Misfortunes he 
was expoſed to, and then naturally entreated 
him for his Admonitions and Affiſtance in 
ſo critical an Affair, at the ſame Time told 
him, if he was refuſed ſuch a Favour, 
| which in Fact was rather a Duty, he muſt 
be compelled to ſeek for Succour and Relief 
in ſome diſtant Clime. The Guardian, in 
order to eſtabliſh, or rather keep up his Cre= 
dit to its former Height, was obliged to an- 
ſwer this Epiſtle; but, I ſuppoſe, his Wiſ- 
dom foreſaw the Point in which this Affair 
muſt terminate, therefore, he thought it 
moſt adviſeable to write to his Wife, with 
Inſtructions for her to communicate to his 
Nephew his Will, which was, that the Mi- 
nor ſhould follow his e in the 


Station of a Journeyman. By the Deſire 


of his Aunt, he wrote the follwing Letter to 
his Uncle. 


Eures Sir, 


1; Wy. lead you to pardon the Trouble 
your 
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C7 OUR Goodneſs, | preſume, will rea- 
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your FRE Minor Nephew gives you, 


when he tells you, he ſhould not have re- aſ- 
ſum'd the Pen, but in Obedience to his 
Aunt's Deſire; and now, Sir, as it is moſt 


apparent this will be the laſt Epiſtle you will 


receive from me, whilſt I am in England, 


I will endeavour, for your Eaſe, te be as 
brief in it as poſſible. I find, by the Let- 
ter you ſent my Aunt, you think it moſt 
adviſeable for me to work as a Servant. If. 

I thought this would have been the Reſult, - 
I ſhould not have put you to the unneceſſary 
Expence of paying Poſtage for my Letter, 
nor myſelf to the Trouble of writing it; I. 
thought to have received ſome ſatisfactory | 

Anſwer from my Uncle and my Guardian, 
who is thought by moſt, I ſuppoſe, of thoſe 
who know him to be a Man of natural Abi- 

lities, capable of adviſing, and worthy of 

acting, for him who is under his Guardian- 
ſhip and Protection, unſkill'd in worldly Ar- 
tifice, and deſtitute, for want of Experi- 
ence, of every Thing that might enable him 
to go thro a World, ſo fallacious and unge- 
nerous, with Reputation; but if an Uncle 
thinks it troubleſome to adviſe a diſtreſſed 

Nephew, whom God has made him Preſi- 

dent over, I can expect no Refuge from a 


World of incarnate Devils. Vou ſay in your 


Letter, there is a Ship ready to fail from Bri- 


ſtol for America, which plainly intimates to 


me your Deſie for my ſpeedy going (pardon 


me, 


— 


me, Sir, if I injure. you by thinking ſo): 
However, if it is not your Deſire, it is my 
Determination; I ſhall, as I before ſaid, 


| diſpoſe of my little Stock next Week, and 


then ſhall commit myſelf into the Hands of 


my Creator, who hath promiſed to be a Fa- 


ther to every Orphan: Then no more ſhall 
you complain of my troubling you, either 
in Perſon or Paper; and whatſoever my God 
hath allotted me to go through, I am ready, 
and I hope he will make me willing, to 
bear it with Patience and Reſignation. How 


| unworthy ſoever I may be to dictate to you, 


I muſt beg Leave to ſay, I as little thought 
to be under the fad and diſagreeable Neceſ- 
ſity to leave my native Clime, before Time 


had ſtampt me Eighteen ; I fay, I had, as 


well as my dear Parents, no Reaſon to think 
I ſhould be obliged to fly to a diſtant Shore, 
where I can expect no Redreſs. There 
was as little Thought of this concerning 


me, as you may now have concerning your 
Children: I am ſenſible my preſent Misfor- 
tunes are hurried on me on account of my 


not be a Means to obſtruct a Man, that is 


any way reflective or religious, from ſetting 


me in a Road where I may have ſome Pro- 


ſpe& to carry my Burthen with ſome De- 
oree of Eaſe; yet, notwithſtanding I am 


embarraſſed with Fetters of Diſtreſs, and 
immerged in a Sta of Miſeries, I have a 
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Sul that deipiles the Pity, Aber and con- 


temus the Favours, of a frowning World; 


let Fate drive me to the greateſt Degree of 
| Penury, let all the Circumvolutions of the 
Misfortunes and Calamities of this Life cir- 
cumvent me, I'll bear it all with Patience 
and Reſignation. I beg, if you n an 
| Anſwer.” 


we am, Sir, 


In all due Obedience {Tb 


ru, duti ful and unfortunate N phe 7 


The Cudtilli's Geb was o conde- 
ſeeriding as to anſwer this Letter. The An- 
ſwer 1 ſhould inſert, but 1 have alſo loſt 
that; however, I think my Memory will 
enable me to recite ſuch of its Contents as 
are worth Notice. He firft of all begins to 
upbraid the Minor with inſerting Lies and 
5 Miſrepreſentations in his laſt Letter; he 
then acquaints him, tauntingly, that an Ac- 
quaintance of his is now in Goal, and if he 
eſcapes with Life, he will be ſent to ſome _ 
Part of America: He then tells his Nephew 
| that he may go to America, and that he 
| ſhall have a ſufficiency to defray the Ex- 


pence of his Paſſage, which will be better 


for him than to be ſent there as a Convict. 
He charges the Minor with Madneſs, and 
5 aſſures him, was he at home he would have 


him 


0 


3 properly managed. 
he contradicts what he before mentioned as 
to his going to America, and abſolutely for- 


Fay 


In "pF next Piſs, 


bids his going thither, at the ſame Time he 
gives him Liberty to chooſe any Place for his 
Reſidence, but fays, he knows not What 
Character to give rug and then concludes, 
__withing him.a good Paſſage if he is embark- 


ed. What a Piece of Inconſiſtency is this 


throughout 5. can any Perſon imagine hat | 


it! is he terms Lies and Miſrepreſentations in 
the laſt Letter? but perhaps he alludes to 


the Minor's Confeſſion, When he ſays, his 


Follies ought not to obſtruct a Man that is 
reſflective or, religious from doing thoſe 4 
Things that may be conducive to his future 


Hu Good ;/ undoubtedly he imagines the Minor 


2 


hat could induce oe NM 
buſe of fo groſs a 


thought too badly, of himſelf, therefore he 


charge 58 him with rn le 8 


rw 
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ment and Reſolutions? Lou find be ſays, . 
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05 5 oj ( be * for him than to 


be ſent thither as a, Convict. As a Convict, 5 
an to ipſert: an A- 


dare ſay the Minor has been culpable in his 
Behaviour or Letters? but this muſt afford 


every Ferſon great Liberty to imagine, the 


Iinor 
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ature? | can any Man | 
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Minor had "uy guilty of ſome heinous 6r 
capital Crime; and a Man who*makes no 
Scruple to inſert Things of this Nature'in 
his: Letters, without a Foundation, ought to 

be avoided and deſpiſed as an 222 Fa | 
to the Peace of Society. 


But, as I before ſaid, a Man ſo unſtable 


in his Reſolutions, and viriable in his Opi- 
nion, will not ſcruple to ſay any Thing. . 
Ought any Perſon to be ſurprized when he 
forbids the Minor's going to America; or 


can any believe him when he ſays he'll per- 


mit him to chooſe any Place for his Reſi- 


dence? Why ſhould he charge the Minor 
with Madnefl, unleſs he imagined he had 


not Reſolution enough to let him know he 


thought himſelf ill uſed ; as his priſtine paſ- 
| five Obedience to him in all Things had 
been ſuch as every Man muſt acknowledge 
to have been performed with the- ſtricteſt 
Duty and Reſpe&. I cannot ſee any Symp- 
toms of Outrage or Madneſs in the Minor's | 
laſt Letter: Why is it he threatens him with 
Confinement? becauſe he was juſtly appre- 


henſive, that the Spirit and \ Reſolution of 


the Minor might terminate to the Prejudice 
of his own Character, if he was permitted ; 
to ſpeak gpenly them Facts that muſt inevi- 
_ tably condemn his Conduct. It is but too 
frequent, I believe, that many poor Souls 
are driven beyond the Limits of Reaſon by 
the cruel, and ne Treatment of wh 
ron 


— — — — 


a (21) 
from who they naturall packs as 
moſt tender Uſage ; but if Mew will not be 
tender, let en not proceed to ſuch Rigo- 

rous Treatment as will deſtroy the Tranqui- 


lity of another's Peace, or impair his Inte- 


lects. Many embrace every Opportunity to 
thwart & ill uſe them whoſe Spirits are tender 
and eaſily depreſſed; eſpecially when they 
are any way ſuſpicious that the Perſon ill 
treated has a Spirit to defend, and Reſolu- 


tion to expoſe them to open Ridicule; then 5 


it is they practice thoſe Stratagems, which 


Iwill effectually obliterate all Senſe and Rea 
| fon from the Tables of their Underſtanding. 


Wrong Uſes are made of Hoſpitals for Lu- 


Inaticks, they were intended to cure, not 


diſtract; to reſtore Senſes loſt, not deprive 


Ithoſe unhappy Creatures who are committed 
Ito them of that Reaſon they are poſſeſſed 


of but certain it is, that many are ſecured 
as Lunaticks, whoſe Judgments are nervous, 
on Purpoſe to blind the World, and ſcreen” 
hoſe Wretches who ſent them thither from 
hat Abuſe they are conſcious they juſtly de- 
ſerved. When the Minor had peruſed his 
ncle's Anſwer, with more than common E 
Pen be wrote hes tellowing 1 „ 


- Era Sir,” 8 5 


A 8 you ſuſpect me diferderdd 1 in my . 
telects, 188 will not be * 
What 
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-what I write: however, I think I have, at 
Intervals, Strength ſufficient in my diſorder- 
ed Brain to ſee clearly into the Depths of 
your Letter. I was not at all ſurprized at 
the various and unpolite {Notions you enter- 
tained of me, ſince I have in my Delirium 


Man, and the Progreſs, I made. in the 
ory affords Leſſons ſufficient to direct me 
bow to act, and in what: Manner I ought to 


88 aan 


T5654) I 


had an imaginary Anatomy of; the Heart of 


he- 


judge. I think the preſent State of my Af- 


falrs gives large Room for my poor Senſes 
to be involv'd in a Labyrinth of Confuſion, 


as the various Ideas I entertain of the enſu- 


ing Steps I may be about to take, naturally, 
in the Courſe of working, claſh againſt each 


other, and conſequently impede all Regula- 


11 CO ESE WII 5 * 2 A 1 


5 23 10 
put to my Life, or in what Manner it may 


terminate; I can only confide in his kind 
Promiſes; and rely on his good Providence; 


but the preſent State of my Affairs carry but 


a gloomy Aſpect; and as I would not wil 
lingly put it in your Power, or the World's, 


to ſay J have ever acted as a diſobedient Ne- 


phew, Jam determined to come to the Re- 
ſult of your Thoughts; and, as you ſay 
wo u'll permit me me to make Choice of a 
lace for my Reſidence, during my Mino- 
rity, I make Choice of E—b—gh, as my 
few Friends think it probable I may lhe 5 


more happy among a People profeſſing 
themſelves Poſſeſſors of the Light of the 


Goſpel ; and it is thought by all, I ſhall live 


cheaper there than elſewhere : Beſides, 1 
ſhould like it beſt, as it is remote from my 
P—m—h Friends. If you deny me going 
thither, T am poſitively determined to go no 


where elſe: If you think proper of it, I will Y 
go directly, and on any Terms. What you 


meant by not being able to give me a Cha- 
racter I know not, therefore I ſhould deſire 
that to be open'd in a clear Light; T think 
you uſe me exceſſive ill in it: It might be 
look'd on in me as a Flight of Lunacy, if 1 
was to ſay I would adviſe People to be cauti- 
ous in ſpeaking of my Character; but I defy 
you, Sir, or any Perſon breathing, to ſpeak 
the leaſt” to wy. Diſeredit: a I I haye robb 17 


1 


= I have | injur'd any Perſon, if I have done any 
Thing contrary to the Laws of theſe Realms, 


let me be given into the Hands of vindictive 


- Juſtice, and let her unſparingly deal out to 
me the Meaſure of my Deſerts ; but this is 
the immediate Way to hurry me on to Ru- 
in, to ſtay in a Place where I can expect 
nothing but ſpeedy Penury, and when I 
thought of going abroad, to avoid the innu= 
merable Train of Evils which were likely to 
_ overtake me here, you would not agree to 
that; ſo that unleſs I am ſpeedily removed 
to E—-b—gh, whatever Misfortunes here- 
after may belal me, I ſhall ſeal you the Au- 
thor of my Ruin. I do not imagine you 
would intentionally throw me precipitately 
into Ruin, but if you do not think proper 
of letting me go thither, I muſt humbly tell! 
you, once for all, I would not go to any o- 
ther Place. So you may conclude, as you 
before have done, that I am a Lunatick, 
and confine me in St. Luke's or Bedlam. 1 
| ſhall be heartily forry if I have ſaid any 
Thing to affront you, but as we are not a- 
ble to ſettle this Matter orally, 


whole Matter muſt be determined by this 
Letter, I thought it neceſſary, without Re- 
ſerve, to let you know my Mind at once; 
and if any Thing preſents itſelf as affronting, 5 
be kind enough to overlook it, and impute 
it to my Inabilities in n 1 have not 
| as 


and the 


8 1 250 
as yet ailpolet of any W but _ keep 
it till you'y write ro me. 
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Tom, Sir, ” 


Dur lub Nie- 


The Quads on. receiving the, W 


Letter, thought it neceſſary to anſwer it, 


which he did in a Letter to his Wife. Vou | 
ſee he ſtill foreſaw the Event of the whole 


Affair; therefore he very wiſely writes his 


Wife, becauſe he knew if the Minor had his 
Letters, in his own Poſſeſſion, he certainly 
would produce them againſt him in his own 


Behalf; but as much as I remember of the 
Contents of the Anſwer, he ſays, he had 


ſpoke with a Gentleman of E=b—gh about 
the Matter; but gives no Sort of 
how the Minor is to act. The Minor then 


irection 


had Recourſe to the judgment of his Uncle's 


Friends, whoſe Opinions were, that he 


ought immediately to ſet out for I—-d—n; 
they promiſed him, at the ſame Time, that 


they would write to his Uncle, and let him 


know, that what his Nephew then did (or 


|| was about to do) was by dint of their Per- 
ſuaſion and Advice. 

him, to acquaint him, that ſuch of his 
Friends had adviſed him to come to him, 
and that his Aunt was very condeſcending to 

| Nn 10 Frionds had 8 therefore ge 


The Minor wrote to 
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beped the Whole would moet « his. A 5 


tion, as that which he did was not by the 


Guidance of his own Will. He received no 


Anſwer to this Letter. When he came in 


L d- n, his Guardian received him with 


great Coolneſs and Diſreſpect. Some Days 


. elapſed before any Thing of his Affairs were 


fpoken of; at laſt his Uncle conſented that 


Kis Nephew ſhould go to the Place he had | 
choſen; to this End he gave the Minor Or- | - 
ders to agree for his Paſſage, but no-Veſſel | © 
being ready at this Juncture to ſail, he 
changed his Opinion, and reverſed his late 
Agreement. Some Days more were ſpent, 
but no way conducive to the Good of the | 
Minor. When the Guardian was about to | 
- Jeaye'the Place, he calld his Nephew into 
the Prefence of ſeveral, Who were moſt | 
cloſely attached to the Guardian's Principles, 
as well as his Perſon : There he ſaid he had | 
| brought him, in order to acquit himſelf from | 
him; and as ſoon as he had ended his po- 
lite Reaſons for fo doing, the Minor engt 


himſelf privileged with that Liberty every 


Criminal is indulged with at a Bar of Jud: 
cature, vis. a Self - Defence: He endea- 
voured to 

dle, and the IIlegality of his Proceedings, 
from Reaſon and Facts, but to. no Effect; 

the Guardian was inconſiderate and cruel, 


prove the Inhumanity of his Un- 


his Friends, ſome through Hypocriſy, and 
"OG not e to . the Guardian 1 in 


4 | his 


—__ 


A; 5; 
bis un) jult 3 barbarous Reſolytion, per- 


' mitted ke Minor to be groflly i Ron on; 
im 


1 and the Guardian to leaye 


enn ylels, | 


in a City wherein ſome through Naur and 
others by the baſe Allurements of pretended 


Friends, have been forced to ſuch Courſes 
as Rate nipt them in their Bud, and ended 


their OT in open Diſgrace. What Re- 


morſe! what Checks of Conſcience! muſt 
- that Man feel, what dread Apprehenſions 


muſt that Man's Breaſt be filFd with, who 


would thus uſe the moſt profligate Stranger, 


much more a Nephew, againſt whom no 


: Perſon could alledge anything unjuſt or vi- 


cCious. From this Caſe, which is truly au- 
1 thentic, what can we conclude in Favour of 


the Guardian, who deſerted the Orphan, 9 


left him forlorn and Pennyleſs, deſtitute of 


| Friends, and of every the Means $a could 8 
| procure him Regard. . 
Let me now did every Minor to 


| with Duty and Reſpect to their Guar- 


 dians, and with Civility 
your Actions will meet with Applauſe from 

the judicious, and find Reſpect in the Sight 

of the Wiſe. Conſider, Guardians have 

"of greater Privileges than Minors; therefore, 

whatever they may advance againſt you, 

| will certainly be credited, unleſs you can 

acquit yourſelf by the Legality and Pru- 

dence of your Actions; therefore, be cau- 
tious in n and prudent in acting. 25 


and, 


to every Man; then 
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. (concerning 1t) it has urged me, together 


with the Importunities of my Friends, to add 
this AppREss, in which I ſhall Anſwer the 
few Points the rigid have objected, or 
criticiſed upon; I am truly ſenfible that 
Orphan Minors of all Beings, are moſt de- 
ſtitute of Friends, conſequently moſt ex- 
poſed to the bitter Invectives of the Sour, 
and Sordid; I am likewiſe ſenſible, that 1 
the greateſt Men, i in every Age, who have - 
commenced Authors, never eſcaped the | 
Malicious Critic, tho their Language was 
: Sublime, their eee refind and their 
Intent Juſt : Therefore I can che no Means ; 


een to bleape uncenſured. 


The Candour I have uſed in 8 the 
c Will que n me from thoſe txivind Faults, 
that 
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| that 1 may ho found i in the ite; ; Var l it + 
py in by ſome, whatever. Proofs have, 
or may be given of the Mmzr's obedience, 
will prove abortive, as it is not even Law- 

ful to credit Youth, to the prejudice of 
Age; but dare I ſuppoſe this will be the 
Anfwer of any Judicious Perſon? Is it rea- 
ſonable that a Perſon illtreated ſhould defiſt | 
from a Self-vindication, becauſe the Perſon's | 
Character who ill uſed him, is firmly Eſta- 
| bliſhed? If two Men at forty Years of 
Age, are connected, and the one injures 
the other, will not the Perſon injured re- 
ſent it? It he does, will the Public liſten, or 
give credence to him? If they liſten to his 
Aſſertion and condemn a Minor 8, it proves 
them the baſeſt of all Beings: 
Purpoſe, 


But to the 
it is aſk'd how the Minor can be 
called blameleſs, when it is contradicted 
in the Letter where he Acknowledges his 
Follies, - obſerve in introducing the Caſe,” 
the Minor's Charadter, is only ſpoken off 
fince he came under bile: Uncles Guardian- 
| ſhip, for to ſay any Thing of his Character 
9 ee, would: be foreign to my Intention; 
I imagine I had an undoubted Right to call 
him blameleſs, as his obedience to his Un- 
cle 1 well as bit Public and private Cha- 
GVV 
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any condemn'a Man for advancing” theſe 
"Truths he is conſcious (from the equity of | 
his Actions and thejuſtneſs of his Intentions) _ 
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preſſed to it by the Aſperſions others have 


His Character deſerves, eſpecially I 


caſt on him: A Perſon who is regardleſs 0 


of his Character, 15 diveſted of every Senſe _ N 
of Honour, ſo on the contrary, the Man 


; ph hug in defending his Reputation, than _ 
Ibis Life. This I imagine will plead Pars -. 
"oF don for the groſs Offence I have given the 

1 litzgious, in e them Truths due to 
8 the N. non. 1 | 

8 

8 ative to i the 1 in 1 FF M. 


1 nor ſpeaks of his Follies— The Follies he 
d chere Mentions, allude to thoſe. giddy 


us Flights practiſed when at School, but ſup- 
ſe,” poſe he had been culpable, fince I think 
of | the Confeſſion of them would have ſhewn, 

n- that frankneſs of Heart, that every well- 7 


ber: Judging Man muſt approve,” But 


_— "7; 15 harder far 1 to pleaſe ek give ns; + 
1 J T be leaſt miſcondu£t dammns the brighteſt ſence, 


ha- Jab ſballaw pate, that cannot read your name, 
ter) | Cans Cond 02 l . and mite 1 wud to ame.” ON 


poſſeſſing honourable Principals, is more 
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